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geographic barriers, humans have dispersed to more areas 
of the world than any other species. Even inhospitable 
locations, such as the Arctic North and the South Pole, 
have human settlements.

As noted in previous chapters, the push–pull model 
points out that some people are pushed from their original 
locations by wars, plagues, famine, political or religious 
conflicts, economic crises, or other factors and pulled to 
new locations by economic opportunities or political and 
religious tolerance. Most people do not leave a location 
unless they have been forced out, or they have a viable 
alternative in the new location. They weigh the benefits of 
moving versus the costs (Weeks 2012).

Migration is often initiated at the micro level: a lucra-
tive job offer in another location requires a move, the fam-
ily dwelling becomes too small, a relative needs help, or a 
family member’s health requires a different climate. 
However, if the risks are high, if the information about 
migration is scarce, or if the move involves negative fac-
tors such as leaving family, individuals may decide to stay 
put. For rational choice theorists, assessment of costs and 
benefits by individuals impacts migration patterns.

Although the decision to move is often a micro-level 
personal or family one, the macro-level sociocultural envi-
ronment also influences it. Examples of large groups of 
people leaving an area because of aspirations to improve 
their life chances; hopes of retaining a way of life; or expul-
sion by political, economic, or religious forces have existed 
throughout history. Chinese railroad workers came to the 
United States for economic reasons. Amish and Mennonite 
settlers from Europe sought religious freedom and preser-
vation of their way of life. The Amish, a group originating 
in Germany, left Germany en masse, and members of this 
group now live entirely in North America. Italian immi-
gration to the United States took place in a collective man-
ner. When a family left Italy, they would usually move to a 
U.S. city where a relative, friend, or acquaintance lived. 
Thus, residents of entire apartment buildings in the North 
End of Boston were from the same extended family, and 
entire city blocks of people came from the same town or 
region of southern Italy (Gans 1962). Many European 
countries are multicultural environments today because 
of immigrants from former colonies.

Those living at the receiving end have not always 
been welcoming and, in fact, have often tried to isolate 
the newcomers in ghettos, preventing them from moving 
into other neighborhoods. Especially in difficult eco-
nomic times, when competition for jobs is greatest, new-
comers may find few employment opportunities (Foner 
2005). Immigration laws in the United States reflect the 
nation’s attitudes toward immigrants at different time 
periods. The United States tended to welcome immi-
grants during boom economic times and tried to repel 
them during recessions and depressions. Exclusionary 
acts include the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which 
ended Chinese immigration; the Gentlemen’s Agreement 
of 1907, which halted Japanese immigration; and the 
National Origins Act of 1924, which heavily restricted 
immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe and 
excluded non-Whites.

The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 abolished 
the policies that excluded Asians, Africans, and Latin 

Table 13.2  Infant Mortality  
Rates Around the World  
(per 1,000 live births)

Region Infant Mortality Rate 
(per 1,000 live births)

World 37 

 � More affluent (Global 
North) countries

  5

 � Less affluent (Global 
South) countries

40 

 � Least affluent (the very 
poor Global South)

62 

Africa 59

  Sub-Saharan Africa 64

North America   6

Latin America and the 
Caribbean

17

  Central America 14

  South America 18

Asia 33 

Europe   6

  Western Europe   3

  Northern Europe   4

  Eastern Europe   8

Source: Population Reference Bureau (2015).


